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  John Wright  
Founder of Little  
Angel Theatre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Little Angel Theatre  
John Wright , the founder of The Little Angel 
Theatre was born in South Africa in 1906. He 
travelled to England in 1935 and worked as an 
assistant stage manager for the Ballet Rambert 
while studying at the Central School of Art and 
Design. It was during this time he saw a puppet 
performance by Podrecca’s Piccoli and became 
hooked.  John made his very first puppet in 1938. 
He returned to South Africa at the outbreak of the 
Second World War and continued to make and 
perform with puppets in his home country. When 
the war ended he returned to England, overland, 
performing with his puppets along the way. 
 
In 1961 John and his troupe found a derelict 
temperance hall in Islington and transformed it into 
a magical little theatre, specially designed for the 
presentation of marionette shows. It opened on 
Saturday 24th November 1961.  This was to be 
the first purpose built puppet theatre the country 
had seen for many years and the only one with a 
permanent long string marionette bridge 
constructed backstage.  The bridge was designed 
for puppeteers to stand on while they manipulate 
long stringed puppets who perform on the stage 
below leaving the audience unable to see the 
puppeteers.  The original bridge is used to this 
day.  The theatre has a traditional ‘proscenium 
arch’ and seats 100 audience members. 
 
Over the next 30 years, the Little Angel team 
created and performed over 30 full-scale shows, 
with John and his wife Lyndie designing, making, 
performing and directing as they established The 
Little Angel as ‘The Home of British Puppetry.’ 
Little Angel shows were taken to 23 International 
Festivals, representing Britain.  
 
John Wright died in 1991 but the work of the 
theatre continued apace. As well as producing 
many new exciting shows, the following 20 years 
of programming has included many revivals of 
John Wright classics such as The Little Mermaid, 
Rapunzel and Angelo. 
 

Goldilocks  
Goldilocks is an original Little Angel 
Theatre production that has been 
adapted from the original and very 
much loved Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears story. As well as being a 
traditional fairy tale, Goldilocks is often 
used in schools in conjunction with the 
Early Years Foundation Stages and the 
Key Stage One curriculum as it is 
accessible to different age ranges. 
 
One of the main aspects of this show is 
the musical influences. Using music 
that has been influenced by many 
different cultures and countries the 
audience learn about Goldilocks’ 
travels as well as how different sounds 
create a different setting. 
 
Our production of Goldilocks is directed 
by Marleen Vermeulen who previously 
directed Handa’s Surprise and Handa’s 
Hen at the theatre. 
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Meet the Puppets 
 
 

 
All of the puppets in the show are 
table top puppets and made out of 
wood that is very light to handle. 
These table top puppets are 
controlled without rods. Goldilocks 
(left) is the most intricate puppet as 
she has specific joints in her arms 
and legs to make her jump and 
explore the stage. She is the most 
active puppet in the show so in the 
designing process it was essential 
that she could move. 

Middle Bear (below) is similar to 
the others in the way her joints 
move, allowing her to go on all 
fours without collapsing. Her 
arms and body are made of 
shelves and ledges to link with 
the idea of the home and the 
set. Her rounded shape gives a 
really nice shadow and makes 
her different to the other bears. 

Big Bear (above) was a bit 
trickier to design because of his 
drawers and he also needs to 
carry little bear. All of the bears 
only have joints in their 
shoulders and hips so their legs 
and arms stay rigid. This allows 
them to go on all fours and sit 
upright on the set. Even though 
he is the biggest puppet in the 
show – he proves that he can do 
some tricks!  

Little Bear (right) is the 
smallest of all of the 
puppets, but is the most 
active of the bears. 
Because of his size, he 
can be carried by Big 
Bear and moved 
around the stage easily. 
To link him to the set, 
his tummy is covered 
with velvet, similar to 
chair upholstery. Little 
Bear is the most playful 
of all the bears but has 
the deepest voice! 
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Goldilocks is based on the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears but there 
are some big differences. Can you answer the questions by colouring or 
drawing in the boxes after you have seen the show? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the traditional version of Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears, Goldilocks has golden hair. What 
colour hair did she have in this story? 

In the traditional story the three bears eat 
porridge but what were they eating in this 
story? 

When the Three Bears went out to wait for 
their food to cool down – what did they play 
with? 

Little Bear has a square tummy with a 
button in it, can you remember what colour 
little bear’s tummy was? 
 
 



Little Angel Theatre 4 
 

Maths, Numeracy and Problem Solving 
 
 
 
 

Goldilocks and each of the three bears wants a slice of pizza but they don’t know what to do as 
they all want to have an equal slice with different toppings. When we split something into four 

equal parts we make QUARTERS but Goldilocks and the bears are having trouble. Can you join 
the dots to make the pizza into QUARTERS and draw different toppings on each slice for 

Goldilocks and the bears? 
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Design and Technology  
 

Make your very own bear puppet with a paper cup 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you will need: - 
·  Paper Cup 
·  Strips of bear shade felt or material 
·  Stapler 
·  Bear Head Template (page 11) 
·  Rod (dowel, garden rod or clean 

ice lolly sticks) 
·  Glue 
·  Paint  
·  Decorations 

Making the body: - 
 
1. Paint the paper cup in a bear shade and leave to 
dry. 
2. Choose two strips of fabric the same shade as the 
body of your bear and staple them inside the rim of 
the cup, about a centimetre apart so they hang down 
for legs. 
3. Take a long strip of the same material and place it 
along the back of the cup so you have two equal 
lengths on either side. Glue in place. 

 

2. 3. 
 
 

3. Using the template (on page 11), cut out the head and the ears on a similar shade of card as 
the rest of the puppet. Fold over the top part of the head so the nose lines up with the bottom of 
the head, thus creating the shape of the bears face (example on page 6). If you want to add 
more depth to the face, scrunch up some paper or tissue paper and glue it behind the folded 
over nose, this gives the puppet a 3D effect and creates a really nice shadow on the bear’s face. 
Attach the ears to the back of the head then attach the head to the paper cup. 
4. Using either a hot glue gun, or strong glue, attach one rod to one hand of the bear and the 
other rod just inside the rim of the cup, so the puppet can be held from the bottom. Remember to 
glue the rod to the hand of the bear which you write with e.g. if you are right handed, glue the 
rod to the right hand of the puppet so it is easier to control. 
5. Decorate your puppet with whatever you like to make your bear stand out! 



Little Angel Theatre  6 
 

Example Puppet and Head 



Have a Teddy Bears’ Picnic with your puppets! 
Take your puppets to the playground, school hall or 
move the tables in the class room so everyone can 
sit together. 
 
Singing and Rhymes 
 
To help you perform with your puppets use songs 
and rhymes, either ones from the show or ones that 
you know! Try singing them together as a whole 
group then in smaller groups using your puppets. 
Here are some examples: 
 
Hey ------- I can see far from here!  
One day I’ll swim, one day I’ll ride 
Or maybe sleep beneath the sky 
One day I’ll sail the ocean wide! 
Hey------- I can see far from hear! 
 
If you go down to the woods today you’re sure of a 
big surprise! 
If you go down to the woods today you’d better go 
in disguise! 
For every bear that ever there was  
Will gather here for certain because 
Today’s the day the teddy bears have their picnic! 
 

One little bear 
Wondering what to do 
Along came another 
Then there were two! 

Two little bears 
Climbing up a tree 
Along came another 
Then there were three! 

Three little bears 
Ate an apple core 
Along came another 
Then there were four! 

Four little bears 
Found honey in a hive 
Along came another 
Then there were five! 

Did you notice that when Goldilocks 
was exploring the three bear’s house, 
she was counting in a different 
language? Now you’ve learnt how to 
say hello, try counting to three in one 
of these languages:- 
French: 
Un – Deux – Troi! (ahn – duhr – 
twah)  
German: 
Eins – Zwei – Drei (eyns –tsvy – dry) 
Spanish: 
Uno – Dos – Tres (oono – doss – 
tress) 
Italian: 
Uno – Due – Tre (oono – dooay – 
tray) 
Greek: 
Ena – Dio – Tria (aena – theeo – 
treea) 
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Performing with your puppets – Literacy, Drama & Sp eaking and 

Listening 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In our story, Goldilocks had travelled 
all over the world and was 
sometimes speaking in a different 
language! Try saying “hello” to each 
other with some of these: 
Bonjour! (bohn-joor) – French 
Guten Tag! (gooten-tahg) – German 
Ciao! (cheow) – Italian 
Hola! (olla) – Spanish 
Nee Hau (nee-how) – Mandarin 
(Chinese) 
Yah Soo (yah – soo) – Greek 
Can anyone in your class speak 
another language? 
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Storytelling & Lesson Ideas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use the Alphabet 
 
Thinking about the story of Goldilocks use the 
alphabet to tell or describe the story. Find one 
word that links to the story with “A” or start a 
sentence with a word beginning with that letter. 
For example ‘All three bears were waiting for 
their food to cool down’. You don’t have to start 
at the beginning and be as creative as you like! 

Use Mime 
Get the children to pin point one 
moment in the story that they 
enjoyed or remember and get them 
to act it out in small groups without 
using any words. To make this even 
more fun, split the class into groups 
and give them each a point in the 
story to act out through mime – but 
do not tell any of the other groups 
what part of the story they are doing. 
When the groups perform to each 
other they have to guess the part of 
the story that another group is 
performing. 

Narration 
 
The narrator has a very important role in 
storytelling as they guide the story along. 
Explore how you could use a narrator in 
Goldilocks by getting the children to describe 
a scene or moment from the show. This can 
be evolved from the miming exercise with one 
or two children describing what the others are 
miming.  

Change the story 
 
In our version of Goldilocks there were quite a 
few differences to the traditional well known 
story. As a whole class, or in small groups 
decide on other changes that could be made 
to the story. For example – were the bears 
waiting for cake to cool down instead of 
pizza? Or could Goldilocks be a boy? 
 

Go on an adventure 
 
In our story, Goldilocks had travelled 
all over the world and had collected 
golden thread from each place to 
weave into her hair. Take an 
adventure around your school or 
nursery and pick up something from 
the different places you visit or draw 
a picture of them to help remember. 
When you get back assemble all the 
pictures and objects together and try 
and make a story from the things you 
have found. 
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Useful Resources 

 
Goldilocks learning resources: 

 
http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short -stories/goldilocks-and-the-three-bears  
(Literacy links from the British Council) 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/snapdragon/yesflash/stor y.htm  (Interactive story for computer 
use or interactive white boards) 
 
http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/cll/fairy/bears.html#.T s9lBjDKfoE  (Goldilocks pictures, scenery 
and classroom resources) 
 
http://www.rickwalton.com/goldie.htm  (alternative versions of the story) 

 
Puppet and Craft resources: 
 
http://www.teacherhelp.org/puppets.htm  (loads of ideas for all different types of puppets that 
can be made in classroom) 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/putting-on-a-puppe t-show-pt-1-2/9654.htm 
www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/putting-on-a-puppe t-show-pt-2-2/9655.html  (Two short 
films featuring the Little Angel Theatre and what happens when we make a puppet show, from 
designing a puppet through to curtain up!  Aimed at children from a D&T perspective� 

 
Books: 
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears: Ladybird Tales 
Hardcover:  48 pages 
Publisher:  Ladybird (4 Sep 2008) 
Language  English 
ISBN-10:  1846469813 
A traditional story of Goldilocks and the three bears. 
 
Beware of the bears! 
Paperback:  32 pages 
Publisher:  Little Tiger Press; New edition (7 Feb 2005) 
Language  English 
ISBN-10:  1845060687 
A follow on of what happened afterwards. 
 
Revolting Rhymes – Roald Dhal 
Paperback:  48 pages 
Publisher:  Puffin (29 Nov 2001) 
Language  English 
ISBN-10:  0140568247 
A complete twist on the tale where Goldilocks in the villain! 
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www.youtube.com  
Search Little Angel Theatre to find clips and ‘meet the puppets’ from our previous shows 

 
www.facebook.com 
Make friends with Little Angel Theatre! 
 
Little Angel Theatre Puppetry Scheme of Work  
Detailed lesson plans and templates for delivering puppetry in the primary classroom with links to 
literacy £7 – Available at the Box Office or via education@littleangeltheatre.com 

 
Little Angel Theatre Box Office has some related it ems on sale including Goldilocks finger 
puppet sets and books of the story.  Ask when you v isit.  
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Puppet Template 
 

 


